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Presented by The College of Saint Rose Writing Center
Read the following paragraph: 
	The influence of the internet and text-messaging on language has become a popular topic of discussion among teachers and parents.  Children and teens spend significant amounts of their time on the internet and text-messaging, often using abbreviated or symbolic variations of the English language to communicate.  It is therefore important to explore how this type of language influences their written communication in other areas, namely in school.  This “tech-speak” negatively affects children and teens’ academic writing, seen through lower test scores, teacher feedback, and language research. 
Imagine this paragraph is the introduction to an essay. Which sentence do you believe will be the main point of the essay?
A. The influence of the internet and text-messaging on language has become a popular topic of discussion among teachers and parents.  

B. Children and teens spend significant amounts of their time on the internet and text-messaging, often using abbreviated or symbolic variations of the English language to communicate. 

C. It is therefore important to explore how this type of language influences their written communication in other areas, namely in school.

D. This “tech-speak” negatively affects children and teens’ academic writing, seen through lower test scores, teacher feedback, and language research. 

The thesis statement of your paper presents your reader with your main argument about your topic.  It should give the reader a clear idea of what you are trying to prove. Therefore, it should be placed in the introduction of your paper.  The thesis statement is supported throughout your paper with research, examples, data, expert testimony, etc.
Here’s a formula to help you write a thesis statement.
· [image: C:\Users\amorosoj\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\KCUMKWAW\MC900340882[1].wmf]What is my subject?
· What is the significant thing I want to say about my subject?
· My topic is _____________.
·  I want to argue ___________ about my topic. 
Example:
My topic is the prevalence of violence on college campuses. 
I want to argue that this prevalence of violence can be reduced by increasing on-campus events and activities that will build a greater sense of community.
Now, revise to create a Thesis Statement: 
Thesis: The prevalence of violence on college campuses can be reduced by increasing on-campus events and activities that will build a greater sense of community.
 (
This thesis is a sentence that clearly presents a point of view on the topic of the prevalence of violence on college campuses. 
)



****************************************************************************************
In order to write a thesis statement such as the one above, there are a few items to keep in mind:

1. Your thesis statement has to be a declarative sentence. It cannot be a question. 
AVOID:
What determines our taste in music?
DO:
Our taste in music is determined by the type of family and peer relationships we have. 

2. A thesis statement should be a complete sentence, not simply a phrase, title, or topic.
AVOID:
Smoking and teenagers
DO:
[image: C:\Users\amorosoj\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\HA1B4UPZ\MC900292082[1].wmf]Teenagers are more likely to smoke if their siblings smoke due to the sense of normalcy created by such a behavior.

Another example… 
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The importance of recycling.
DO:
Mandatory recycling nationwide will help decrease the federal government’s budget deficit. 

3. A thesis statement should not simply be a fact or observation that most everyone would agree with.
AVOID:
Baseball is a popular American sport.
DO:
The use of performance enhancing drugs in baseball is as much the fans’ fault as it is the players’ and owners’ faults because of the money they have contributed to the game. 


4. Your thesis also shouldn’t be vague or general. When your readers see it, they should know exactly what your main point is, including any important details. 
AVOID:
The political climate in Washington has negative effects. 
DO: 
The political climate in Washington is not conducive to change because of a lack of cooperation between Democrats and Republicans and too many regulations. 

5. Your thesis statement cannot focus on more than one main idea.
AVOID:
George Washington was the most successful American leader because of his policies and personality, and he was also the most stylish of all the presidents. 
DO:
George Washington was the most successful American leader because of his policies and personality. 
6. Your thesis should not announce what your paper is about; it should just state the argument.
AVOID:
The thesis of my paper is that Romeo and Juliet is the most popular Shakespearean play because of how it appeals to both men and women. 
DO:
Romeo and Juliet is the most popular Shakespearean play because of how it appeals to both men and women. 
Another example: 
AVOID:
My paper will be about how college students are less prepared for writing courses because of the lack of focus on writing in the primary grades. 
DO:
College students are less prepared for writing courses because of the lack of focus on writing in the primary grades. 

7. A Thesis statement should relate to what you actually wrote about. 
In other words, if your thesis is “An obsession with beauty puts a person at risk for depression and physical sickness,” but you end up writing about how an obsession with beauty is caused by the media, your thesis will need to change. 
********************************************************************************************
 (
Check out the Writing Center’s website for more resources and information
:
www.strose.edu/writingcenter
 
) (
Still have questions or need help? Make an appointment with a Writing Center tutor!
Call 454-5299 or stop by the front desk of the Academic Support Center on the 2
nd
 floor of Saint Joseph Hall.
)           To summarize the thesis statement development process…
  
Topic


Point about the topic


Thesis
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