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Jazz Performance Minor

Purpose: The jazz performance minor is a supplementary program of courses and performance experiences that will give music majors a knowledge of and appreciation for the historical and stylistic features of jazz, America’s only original art form. The jazz performance minor could be added to our existing B.S. in Music Education, B.S. in Music Industry or B.A. in Music degrees. 
Goals: 

The courses and ensembles taken by students in the jazz performance minor will enable them to perform, write and teach jazz from all historical periods. 

Objectives:

Students who successfully complete the jazz performance minor will:

1) understand the evolution of jazz from its early twentieth-century roots to              
contemporary applications;

2) understand the importance of improvisation in a jazz context;

3) possess and articulate knowledge of jazz pedagogy;

4) be able to compose and arrange music in multiple jazz genres;

5) be able to perform jazz at a professional level of competency

· Saint Rose Jazz Performance Minor

MUS 367-Jazz Improvisation I

1 credit


MUS 368-Jazz Improvisation II

1 credit


MUS 369-Jazz Improvisation III

1 credit


MUS 351–Jazz Arranging


3 credits


MUS 253–Jazz History


3 credits


MUS 257-MIDI



3 credits 


MUS 299-Jazz Chamber Ensemble

4 credits


MUS 298-Instrumental Jazz Ensemble
4 credits 




or


MUS 295-Vocal Jazz Ensemble

4 credits








Total:
20 credits

Participation in the Saint Rose Instrumental Jazz Ensemble must be fulfilled by performance on instruments traditionally associated with the large jazz ensemble tradition. These include saxophone, trumpet, trombone, piano, bass, drum set and guitar.

Required Courses for the Jazz Performance Minor:

MUS 253 Jazz: Historical Overview (3)

A history of jazz, America’s only original art form. A survey of the art from its West African origins to the present. Open to all students. Fulfills diversity requirement. Fall. (L05)

MUS 257 MIDI (3)

Project-based course, which involves students in computer applications including word processing, spreadsheet, database, WWW and media presentations, as well as special focus on music software and hardware encountered in the interaction of music technology with creative process. Includes MIDI, sequencing, notation, CAI, digital recording. Course activities focus on computer use in Digital Audio Workstation/Recording Studio environment. Course is Macintosh-based. Open to students with piano, music reading,  music-writing ,music arranging competency. (L05)
MUS 295 Jazz Ensemble (Vocal) (0 or 1)

Membership is open to all students and members of the College community. The group performs repertoire encompassing music from various styles and genres in the jazz idiom. Emphasis is placed upon individual and group singing, improvisation and stylistic practices. (L05)

MUS 298 Jazz Ensemble (Instrumental) (0 or 1)

An 18-piece Big Band, this group performs frequently throughout the school year on and off campus. Band members are chosen by audition each Fall. Repertoire for the ensemble is varied and spans the history of Big Band jazz from the 1920s to the present day. Emphasis is placed on solo improvisation, as well as on carefully rehearsed ensemble playing. (L05)

MUS 299-Jazz Chamber Ensemble (0 or 1)

A small jazz group that performs the standard jazz repertoire from the 1940s through present-day. Membership is by audition and is open to jazz instrumentalists and vocalists.

(L05)

MUS 351 Jazz Arranging (3)

Students are taught to apply jazz harmonic principles to arranging music for jazz/pop

groups. Spring
MUS 367 Improvisation I (1)

Structures of jazz improvisation beginning with the most basic principles. Fall (L05)

MUS 368 Improvisation II (1)

Structures of improvisation for intermediate-level performers. Spring (L05)

MUS 369 Improvisation III (1)

Structures of jazz improvisation for advanced-level performers. Fall (L05)
